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Amsterdam Lowlanders 
Bingham Cup 2018 Amsterdam Bid Committee
Attn. Marc-Paul Stufkens
Pieter Jacobszstraat 27
1012 HL Amsterdam

Amstelveen, 3 May 2016

Dear Marc-Paul,

On behalf of the Amstelveense Rugby Club, I would hereby like to offer you our strong and 
unqualified support for your efforts to bring the 2018 Bingham Cup to Amsterdam.

We share your enthusiasm and vision for hosting the Bingham Cup in mainland Europe for the 
first time. We believe it will have a positive impact on LGBT participation in rugby worldwide 
and it will also give a huge boost to rugby in the Netherlands. 

As you know, the Amstelveense Rugby Club is among the largest rugby clubs in the 
Netherlands, and the Amsterdam Lowlanders squad has been an integral part of the club for 
many years. We are very proud to be an inclusive rugby club.

If hosting rights of the Bingham Cup are awarded to the Amsterdam Lowlanders, we offer the 
facilities of the Amstelveense Rugby Club and the full support of the club to the organisation of 
the tournament. We look forward to working closely with you to create a fantastic Bingham 
Cup in 2018.

Yours sincerely,

Nick Gale
Chairman
Amstelveense Rugby Club

 of honor of Rugby Europe. Member of merit and  
member of honor of Rugby Nederland. Founder 
of the Leo van Herwijnen Foundation which 
preserves Dutch rugby history. Several 
tournaments and the Player of the Year Trophy 
of Rugby Nederland are named after him. 

• GUTS (Gay Union Through Sports)
 The association of LGBT sports clubs in 
 the Netherlands fights for a tolerant and 
 LGBT-friendly sport environment. 

• COC Netherlands
 The premier Dutch advocate for LGBT rights 

since 1946 (making it the oldest existing LGBT 
organization in the world) strives for equal 
rights, emancipation and social acceptance 

 in the Netherlands and all over the world. 

• Workplace Pride
 A non-profit umbrella organization striving 
 for greater LGBT acceptance in the workplace 

and in society.

See Appendix 1 for letters of support.

	 	 	 	 

Amsterdam, 12 June 2016 


Amsterdam Bingham Cup Bid Committee            


Re: Letter of support for 2018 Bingham Cup bid


Workplace Pride is happy to provide its support to the 2018 Bingham Cup bid of 
ARC Amsterdam Lowlanders.


As the international platform for LGBT inclusion at work we strive for greater 
acceptance of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender people in the workplace 
and in society. Our members, include major multinationals, large domestic 
companies, public sector and non governmental organizations, as well as 
academia. We strive to share our insight about how important it is to be able to 
be open about who you are, whether at home, at work or when relaxing. 
Therefore, it is only natural to provide our support for your bid. 


In addition to our members, Workplace Pride interacts with many members of 
society to help it provide a more cohesive voice for the international LGBT 
community, including national and international governmental ministries and 
officials, business leaders, NGO’s, labor unions, and universities. We would be 
happy to leverage these contacts for the LGBT rugby tournament in the 
Netherlands and to facilitate the European sports association’s goal of reaching a 
larger audience. We look forward to exploring this possibility together with you 
and International Gay Rugby.


Wishing you a lot of success to ensure you will get the opportunity to host the 
2018 Bingham Cup tournament, 


Sincerely,


David Pollard 
Executive Director 

Workplace Pride Foundation

Workplace Pride Foundation    -     L i jnbaansgracht  2 98,  1017 RN  Amsterdam    -      The Netherlands 
w w w.workplacepride.org      -        info@workplacepride.org 

KvK Nr.  342 94570

                                    

                      
Workplace Pride Foundation 
Li jnbaansgracht  2 98,   
1017 RN,  Amsterdam        
The Netherlands 
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Endorsements/recommendations for the organization of Bingham Cup 2018 
in Amsterdam have been received from: 

• Rugby Nederland
 The governing body for rugby union in the 

Netherlands supports international rugby by Dutch 
teams, as well as all rugby clubs in the Netherlands.

• Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports
 The sports mission of the Dutch government 
 is to make it possible for everyone to play sports 

and to promote social participation.

• City of Amsterdam
 Proposed host city of Bingham Cup 2018. 

• City of Amstelveen
 Host of the proposed tournament venue.  

• Amstelveense Rugby Club (ARC)
 The parent club of the Amsterdam Lowlanders.

• Leo van Herwijnen
 Recipient of the bronze, silver and gold medal 

ENDORSEMENTS

 
 
 
 

Amsterdam, 11 July 2016 
 
 
To: Amsterdam Bingham Cup Bid Committee 
 
Re: Support for your bid to organise the 2018 Bingham Cup 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Rugby Nederland is pleased to hear about your intention to bid for the hosting 
of the 2018 Bingham Cup in the Netherlands. The Rugby World Cup 2015 was 
broadcast live on Dutch national television for the first time and received a vast 
amount of positive publicity. Attached is a small selection of some of the media 
around the event. As a result, rugby in the Netherlands has received a great 
deal of positive attention and Rugby Nederland has benefited from a 
membership growth of approximately 15%. The solidarity and passion, but 
equally the discipline and respect which are core values of our sport have 
captured the imagination of many new players. 
 
Having the opportunity to host an international tournament like the Bingham 
Cup will mean another boost to the popularity of the game in the Netherlands. 
The inclusive nature of the tournament provides an additional aspect as it 
serves to show our community welcomes participants from all walks of life 
regardless of race, size, nationality, or sexual orientation, for that matter. This 
attitude is clearly demonstrated by the proposed hosts, the ARC Lowlanders, 
which were the first gay and inclusive team to be fully integrated in a 'regular' 
rugby club, the Amstelveense Rugby Club. 
 
Therefore Rugby Nederland offers its full support for your bid, and hopes 
International Gay Rugby and its Board will award the organisation of the 2018 
Bingham Cup to the ARC Lowlanders. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Andrew Meredith 
Director, Rugby Nederland 
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WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD 
TO SEEING YOU IN AMSTERDAM!



With profound gratitude for Mark Bingham’s life and legacy of breaking 
barriers, the Amsterdam Lowlanders are proud to present the Amsterdam 
bid for Bingham Cup 2018. 
 
The rapid growth of inclusive rugby is testament to Mark Bingham’s 
vision to offer as many gay men the possibility to celebrate the most 
beautiful sport. 

The 2018 edition will most certainly be the largest and we are sure 
we can deliver on this, while at the same time offering the coziness 
of our home club and affordable campus-style accommodation. 
 
Impact is what we aim for. We will show the world why we love rugby 
so much, while breaking barriers of homophobia in sport and giving 
rugby in the Netherlands a huge boost. 
 
Welcome to Amsterdam: one of the most vibrant cities in the world.

Welcome to the first Bingham Cup in Continental Europe. 
 

Dennis de Boer
President, Amsterdam Lowlanders Rugby Club

AMSTERDAM 2018   Bingham Cup Bid   7  

PREPARE FOR IMPACT
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Proposed dates Thursday, June 7th – Sunday, June 10th, 2018

To embody the essence and spirit of the Bingham Cup 

we aim to organize a tournament that is professional, 

personal and warm. That is why we will play at our home, 

the Amstelveense Rugby Club (ARC).

ARC has pledged its full support to Bingham 
Cup 2018 in Amsterdam. This way, even with 
Bingham Cup’s ever-growing number of 
participants, the tournament venue will be 
compact with all amenities and facilities close by. 

We propose to stage the Amsterdam Bingham 
Cup from Thursday, June 7th – Sunday, June 10th, 
2018. This timing will ensure that sufficient rugby 
pitches will be available for use and that 
affordably-priced flights and accommodation 
will be available for all participants. We have also 
avoided an overlap with the Amsterdam Sevens, 
a large-scale international rugby tournament 
held in the last weekend of May, so that both 
tournaments will have access to the best referees, 
medical support and associated facilities.
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1. THE TOURNAMENT 
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TOURNAMENT SITE
The proposed tournament venue is Sportpark 
West in Amstelveen, home base of the 
Amsterdam Lowlanders’ parent club, the 
Amstelveense Rugby Club (ARC). With the full 
support and cooperation of the Amstelveen 
municipality and the adjacent sport clubs we 
offer all amenities in close proximity.

7 PITCHES, 2 WARM UP AREAS
• Pitches 1-2: ARC home grounds. 
 Full-year rugby pitches;
• Pitches 3-4: natural grass soccer fields, 

converted to rugby;
• Pitches 5-7: natural grass softball fields, 

converted to rugby;
• 2 warm up areas: a converted natural grass 

softball/baseball field and an artificial soccer 
field already set up.
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2 CLUBHOUSES, PLENTY OF SHOWERS
We will have access to 16 changing rooms and 56 
showers at two clubhouses (‘A’ and ‘B’ in the 
diagram on the previous page).

PLAYER VILLAGE
A central Player Village will be erected, providing 
one tent per team. Physio and Laundry Drop-off 
services will be located here as well.

TOILET FACILITIES 
Toilet facilities will be available for participants 
and visitors in the two clubhouses. Additional 
toilet facilities (portaloos) will be provided.

FOOD, MERCHANDISE AND 
HOSPITALITY
Food trucks, plenty of merchandise for everyone 
and hospitality will be available in a dedicated 
area. Food and beverages will also  be available 
in the clubhouses.

FREE WIFI
We will provide free WIFI on the tournament 
grounds.

AMSTERDAM CITY CENTER

HOTEL AREA

AMSTERDAM INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT SCHIPHOL

PLAYGROUND BINGHAM 2018

12 KM

8 KM
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LIVE STREAMING
We will provide live streaming of the finals. 

GROUNDS MANAGEMENT
All grounds are managed and owned by the 
Amstelveen municipality and we already secured  
their full support in converting the soccer and 
baseball fields to rugby for Bingham Cup 2018. 

WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT
In collaboration with the AllBlues, ARC’s women’s 
team, we will explore the viability of adding a 
women’s tournament during Bingham Cup 2018.

WEATHER
The climate in Amsterdam is mild year-round. 
June is the sunniest month of the year with 
average daily sunshine of 11 hours. 
Temperatures are perfect for rugby: 20° Celsius 
(59-68° Fahrenheit) on average. 
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HEAD REFEREE
Michael Assman will act as head referee for 
2018 Bingham Cup. Michael brings 45 years of 
rugby experience as player, coach and – for the 
last ten years – referee. Michael has international 
experience refereeing with Rugby Europe and 
the World Sevens Series, and was a referee 
during the 2011 Union Cup in Amsterdam.

PHYSIO SUPPORT
Sport Services, a provider of medical care for 
sport clubs, especially rugby clubs, based in 
Amsterdam will handle physio support. They 
have provided medical teams for numerous 
high-level international rugby tournaments 
and events in Europe. See Appendix 2 for 
a recommendation from the 2015 European 
Golden Oldies Rugby Festival. David Sherman, 
a licensed physiotherapist and himself a 
former top rugby player, will be in charge 
of the physio staff.
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LARGE VOLUNTEER BASE
Organizing the tournament at ARC assures 
us of a large volunteer base that taps into the 
wider rugby community: a faithful contingent 
dedicated to rugby above all else. The Amsterdam 
Lowlanders, Amstelveense Rugby Club, Rugby 
Nederland and the wider gay community are 
eager to get started on providing top-notch 
service. To them, Bingham Cup 2018 will be one 
of the most beautiful experiences they have ever 
had as well.

REFEREEING
We will work with Rugby Nederland to ensure that 
sufficient well-qualified referees will be available 
for the Bingham Cup tournament. See Appendix 2 
for Rugby Nederland’s commitment letter. We 
will offer these referees the opportunity to work 
with international teams of a variety of levels in 
combination with active coaching and feedback 
during the tournament from referees’ instructors. 
We will also liaise with ISIRR (International Society 
for Inclusive Rugby Referees) to facilitate active 
participation in officiating capacity to their 
members at Bingham Cup 2018 in Amsterdam.
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SAFETY PLAN
We will develop a safety plan in close 
collaboration with Amstelveen municipality, 
the police and the clubs on Sportpark West.

AMSTELVEEN
Amstelveen is a largely residential suburb on 
the south side of Amsterdam. It is an integral 
part of greater Amsterdam with a number of 
extensive sports facilities. Sportpark West is 
located approximately 10 kilometers from the 
center of Amsterdam and it is easily reachable 
by car, public transport and bicycle.

SHUTTLE SERVICE
Ample morning shuttle service will ensure all 
teams arrive in time for warm-up and matches. 
Shuttles will continue to run regularly throughout 
the day, increasing in frequency as play draws 
to a conclusion. A parking lot right next to our 
venue will serve as our shuttle stop.
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MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
For primary care we will call upon the services 
of the local Red Cross, which in the Netherlands 
is an integral part of the country’s first 
responders network. They have extensive 
experience providing medical services for 
sporting events, and sports injury care is 
a regular part of their training cycle. 

We anticipate that a team of three responders 
per two pitches will provide oversight and 
assistance. An Advanced Life Support team will 
be on site with a fully equipped ambulance. 
Additional ambulances can be called when 
required. Average response time in Amstelveen 
is eight minutes. Two university hospitals 
(providing top quality HIV care as well) are 
located within 10 minutes of the venue, and 
a smaller regional hospital is even closer. 
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CAMPUS-STYLE ACCOMMODATION 
Our host hotels offer a range of affordably-priced 
accommodation with 1,000 double-occupancy 
rooms at price levels from €33.50 to €85.00 
per person per night, including breakfast. Their 
proximity to each other will help ensure a strong 
community atmosphere throughout the 
tournament.

Accommodation will be available for all Bingham 
Cup participants at four host hotels, all located 
near the city center and within easy reach of 
each other:

• Hotel Casa400
• Volkshotel
• The Student Hotel
• Stayokay Hostel
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
For those unable to use the shuttle service, 
public transport is also available. Frequently 
scheduled buses use a bus stop next to the 
venue and a metro stop is located 10-minutes’ 
walk away.

CYCLING
The tournament venue can also be reached 
easily from Amsterdam by bicycle, and bikes can 
be taken on the metro. 

FREE PARKING 
Free parking is available close to the venue. 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE
The tournament venue will be wheelchair 
accessible.  

UPSCALING WHEN NECESSARY
Finally, if the situation would demand it, we 
can host the tournament at a different venue, 
located in Amsterdam, which boosts up to 
10 pitches.
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Ceremony

Rugby

IGR

Photo

Social events

Culture

BINGHAM CUP WEEK
Bingham Cup 2018 will be the centerpiece of a week of sports, activities 
and celebrations, starting Saturday, June 2nd.

   Sat   Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  Sun   Mon
  6/2  6/3  6/4  6/5  6/6  6/7    6/8  6/9  6/10  6/11

            Open      Close 

        Clinics  Pract  Pract  Pools  P&SR  Finals 

          AGM  Capt    

            Teams    

  M&G  Bars  Trip  Trip  Bars        Party  Farew

    Mus  Zoo   Workplace Pride     

The program of the Bingham Cup Week will (roughly) look as follows:  

6/2: Meet & greet  

6/3:  Museum tour / Pub crawl

6/4: Zoo tour / Bus trip to historic Volendam, Marken & Zaanse Schans 

6/5:  Rugby clinics / Bus trip to De Efteling / Workplace Pride conference

6/6: Rugby clinics & practice for teams / IGR’s AGM / Pub crawl / Workplace Pride conference

6/7: Practice for teams / Captains’ Meeting / Team photos / Opening ceremony

6/8: Pool matches

6/9:  Pool matches, successive rounds

6/10:  Successive rounds, finals / Closing ceremony, closing party

6/11:  Farewell meeting
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Hotel Casa400, the largest of the host hotels 
with 500 rooms, will be the central tournament 
hotel. It will also serve as the center for player 
registration, IGR’s General Meeting and the 
Captain’s Meeting.  

Hotel discounts will be available in a range of 
2 to 4 star hotels, including periods before and 
after the tournament.
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PRE-TOURNAMENT CLINICS & 
TEAM TRAININGS
In collaboration with Rugby Nederland, 
rugby clinics will be offered to Bingham Cup 
participants at the NRCA (National Rugby 
Center in Amsterdam), home of the Dutch 
National Rugby team and the Amsterdam 7s. 
Time slots will also be provided to teams, upon 
request, for training sessions/warm-up practice 
on the Wednesday and Thursday before the 
tournament at the NRCA.

BUS TRIPS
Discover the beauty of Holland on a bus trip 
to Edam, Volendam, Marken and Zaanse Schans. 
Eat fish like a Dutchman, admire a landscape 
of endless windmills and charming, old fishing 
villages and pose for your close-up in traditional 
Dutch costumes and clogs. 

De Efteling is a fantasy-themed amusement 
park in Kaatsheuvel in the Netherlands, with 
attractions based on ancient myths and legends, 
plus fairy tales, fables, and folklore.
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OPENING AND CLOSING 
CEREMONIES
Our Opening Ceremony will take place in the 
appropriately named Grand Hall of the Beurs van 
Berlage. Built around 1900 as home to the Dutch 
stock exchange (the first in the world in 1602), 
it is now a popular venue for high-profile events. 
We will welcome everyone to Amsterdam in 
the space where our own King & Queen were 
married. 

The Closing Ceremony (award ceremony) 
and Closing Party will take place in Paradiso,
a former church transformed into a temple 
of pop music. For over 50 years, Paradiso has 
hosted the latest and greatest from Lady Gaga 
to Prince. It is also an ideal venue for the best 
parties, so we are sure to end the tournament 
with a bang. There will also be an ample supply 
of one of Holland’s top exports today: DJs.
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Proposed Registration Fees

We want as many players as possible to be able to 

participate. So, in good Dutch tradition, we are keeping 

fees as low as possible while providing good value for 

money. The fee structure of previous Bingham Cups 

will be maintained to encourage early registration.

Player Registration  Registration Fee

EARLY October 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017  € 145 + IGR Levy

STANDARD January 1, 2018 to April 15, 2018  € 165 + IGR Levy

LATE April 16, 2018 to May 15, 2018  € 180 + IGR Levy

Supporter/Official Registration  Registration Fee

EARLY October 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017  € 120 + IGR Levy

STANDARD January 1, 2018 to April 15, 2018  € 140 + IGR Levy

LATE April 16, 2018 to May 15, 2018  € 160 + IGR Levy

The IGR Tournament Levy will be (the equivalent of) GBP 5.00.
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the team’s registrations.) Centrally managed 
teams will be able to purchase bulk registrations 
in advance and provide individual names and 
details anytime before the close of registration.  

PAYMENT
Secure online registration and payment facilities 
will be arranged. The system will also cater for 
registration by Barbarian players and have a 
facility for purchasing tournament merchandise 
in advance. All registration fees, including bulk 
unnamed registrations, will be payable at the 
time of registration. Fees will be denominated 
in euros and ample international payments 
options will be available, including credit cards.

TOURNAMENT SOFTWARE
The software we use for the registration process 
and the tournament app will be thoroughly 
tested in advance to ensure a smooth operation 
before and during the tournament. 
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Registration fees include:
• Entry to the Opening Ceremony, incl. food & 

drinks, entry to the Closing Ceremony, incl. food
• Entry to the Closing Party
• Tournament bag
• Shuttle bus service between hotel area and 

tournament venue
• Entry to tournament grounds
• Lunches during the tournament (3 days)

REGISTRATION PROCESS 
Our registration process will be smooth. We 
will use the team liaison approach to handle 
registration details, including payment records. 
This has proven successful by creating a single 
point of contact between the organizers and 
teams. We plan to further develop this role, 
while providing teams with a number of options 
to manage their registrations. 

A web-based interface will offer flexibility for 
teams to choose whether their registrations 
and payments are to be centrally managed or 
individually submitted. (Whatever they choose, 
the team liaison will always have an overview of 
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Rugby on the rise

The Dutch are primed and ready for a rugby breakthrough. 

Now more than ever, hosting the Bingham Cup would 

promote the core values of our game and give Dutch 

rugby the next big boost it deserves. 

Truth be told: The Netherlands is not exactly 
a rugby country: only 15,000 out of 17 million 
Dutchies play rugby. But, there’s hope on the 
horizon! Rugby is one of the fastest growing 
sports and we are making some serious inroads 
with the Dutch public. Most notably, the Rugby 
World Cup was broadcast live for the first time 
in 2015 on Dutch television.

While the first rugby club in the Netherlands 
was founded in 1879, the oldest still existing club 
was established in 1918. In 1982 the first ever 
women’s international match Netherlands-France 
was played in our country. Standard-bearer of 
Dutch rugby Tim Visser scored tries in the 2015 
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2.  IMPACT

30   AMSTERDAM 2018   Bingham Cup Bid



AMSTERDAM 2018   Bingham Cup Bid   33  

THE RUGBY LEGACY
While the Netherlands is an affluent country, 
many adolescents, especially with minority 
and migrant backgrounds, lack opportunity. 
Homosexuality is a difficult subject with these 
youths as well. What we want to get across is 
that in rugby, it’s okay to be yourself.

CHANGE ON A PRACTICAL LEVEL
We will make this tangible by organizing 
– within the framework of the tournament – 
clinics for youth and by adding support to 
empowerment-through-rugby initiatives such 
as ‘de Harde Leerschool’ and ‘Turn-Over’. 
These recently established organizations help 
disadvantaged young adults build resilience 
and/or offer them the prospect of a job by 
means of rugby. The combination of Bingham 
Cup and these empowerment initiatives gives 
a great opportunity to stimulate change on 
a very practical level. 
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World Cup playing for Scotland. Heineken is a
prominent sponsor of rugby and an international 
Dutch icon. And each year 1,100 players from 
all over the world come together for the 
Amsterdam Sevens. 

GIVE RUGBY A BOOST
Rugby Nederland, the governing body for rugby 
union in the Netherlands, has welcomed the 
Lowlanders’ bid for Bingham Cup 2018. Our 
inclusive international rugby tournament will help 
boost the popularity of rugby in the Netherlands 
and demonstrate that the rugby community 
welcomes participants from all walks of life.
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HIGH VISIBILITY
If Bingham Cup 2018 is awarded to Amsterdam 
and will be held in mainlaind Europe for the first 
time, we will aim for high visibility and maximum 
impact - in the Netherlands and beyond. To achieve 
this, we are planning: 

GUINNESS WORLD RECORD
For years, the IGR community has informally 
called Bingham Cup the largest (amateur) rugby 
tournament in the world. As Bingham Cup 2018 will 
be the biggest edition yet, we think it is about time 
to make it official! We will invite Guinness World 
Records to verify, and send a powerful message 
around the globe that the largest rugby tournament 
ever consists overwhelmingly of gay men.

 
OUTDOOR PHOTO EXHIBITION
Amsterdam has a popular tradition of outdoor 
photo exhibitions on City Hall plaza, right in the 
center of town. We will arrange an exhibition telling 
the story of Mark Bingham, IGR and the Bingham 
Cup. Naturally, we will tap the archive of rugby 
photographer and fellow Lowlander Kevin Scott for 
imagery to portray our sport and our community.
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TOUCH JUDGE COURSE
In cooperation with Rugby Nederland, we aim 
to organize a touch-judge course for members 
of Dutch rugby clubs. The course will be certified 
by Rugby Nederland and, as part of their 
training, participants will be working as touch 
judges during Bingham Cup. 

LGBT REFEREE COURSE
Bringing the Bingham Cup to the Netherlands 
should have a long lasting legacy. In cooperation 
with gay sports associations, COC and Rugby 
Nederland, we will organize a rugby referee 
course specifically for the LGBT community. 
Our objective is to expand rugby’s reach in the 
Netherlands and the LGBT community via the 
values of integrity, respect and passion that are 
core to our sport.
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MOVIE PROGRAM
Pathé Cinemas in Amsterdam regularly organizes 
gay-themed movie nights. We will team up with 
Pathé to set up a movie program for an LGBT 
audience and the wider community showing 
films and documentaries relating on Mark 
Bingham, IGR and rugby in general.
 
WORKPLACE PRIDE & 
INCLUSION IN SPORTS 
Workplace Pride will organize their international 
conference on LGBT inclusion at work in the 
run-up to Bingham Cup Amsterdam. Part of their 
program will focus on Dutch sport clubs and 
what they can learn from Workplace Pride to 
make their clubs more inclusive.
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Above all, we like to keep things ‘gezellig’. It is tough to 

translate directly, but it boils down to a cozy, convivial 

atmosphere enjoyed together… and that is precisely the 

kind of tournament we would like to organize for you.

Never played rugby below sea level? Now’s 
your chance! They say “God created the world, 
but the Dutch created the Netherlands” with 
good reason. Without our cherished dikes, 
two-thirds of the land we love simply would 
not exist. From swamps and seas, we have built 
a tiny nation with outsized influence – a true 
world leader in progressive causes from LGBT 
rights and decriminalization of marijuana use
to energy efficiency and nanotechnology. 

REASONABLE PRICE LEVELS
The ever-frugal Dutch have managed to combine 
a high standard of living and reasonable price 
levels. Affordable airfares are available from 
across Europe and around the world, with 
excellent infrastructure – and an endless array 
of bicycles – to keep you moving when you 
get here.

3. BE YOURSELF 
3. IN AMSTERDAM
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Standing proud in solidarity

Our greatest source of hometown pride came in 2001, when 

our mayor personally officiated at the very first same-sex 

marriages anywhere in the world.

The Netherlands is renowned as champion of 
LGBT rights. Homosexuality was decriminalized 
in 1811, and the first gay bar opened in 1927 
(you can still have a beer there). The world’s 
longest standing LGBT rights organization, COC, 
was founded here in 1946. And we were the first 
to dedicate a monument to gay lives lost with 
the unveiling of the Homomonument in 1987. 

FIRST GAY REFEREE
In sport, Dutchman John Blankenstein gained 
recognition in the ’80s and ’90s as the first 
openly gay football referee, and his foundation 
continues his work for acceptance and inclusion 
in sport today. In 1998, Amsterdam became the 
first European city to host the Gay Games, with 
an opening ceremony broadcast on national tele-
vision and followed by nearly a million viewers. 

180 NATIONALITIES
Amsterdammers are a liberal and welcoming 
bunch with a relaxed, informal attitude. We 
represent 180 different nationalities and over 
90% of the locals can chat to you in English. 
Yes, we love our art & tulips & cheese & windmills. 

Amsterdam   Netherlands  Netherlands

in the world in the world  by the numbers

Safest cities: #5 Good Country Index: #3 Population: 17 million

Most innovative cities: #5 Human Development 17th economy in the world  

Most liveable cities: #11   Index: #5 2nd largest agro-food producer 

  Happiness Index: #7       
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‘Amsterdam is the smallest metropolis on earth’ 
Mick Jagger

Our city is a veritable playground for visitors of all interests.

VENICE OF THE NORTH
Amsterdam’s biggest draw is the city itself. With 
165 canals and 1,500 bridges, the ‘Venice of the 
North’ has even more waterways than its Italian 
cousin. At its heart is the 17th-century canal ring 
lined with perfectly preserved houses through-
out. A canal cruise is the perfect way to sit back 
and get an eyeful from water level.

COMPACT CULTURE
The city’s top three museums are conveniently 
located just a stone’s throw from each other on 
Museum Square. From Rembrandt to Van Gogh 
and Mondriaan, you will find all the Dutch 
Masters, classic and contemporary, in the 
world-renowned Rijks-, Stedelijk and Van Gogh 
museums. (You can even avoid waiting in line 
by booking tickets for our museums, including 
Anne Frank’s House, online in advance.)
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4. VISITING 
4. AMSTERDAM
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International travel and transfers

Amsterdam Schiphol Airport has direct flights from 

319 cities around the globe. Most teams will find daily direct 

flights, and no one is more than one stop away. 

QUICK TRANSFER
Transfers to the city center are quick and 
inexpensive. Trains from the airport run up to 
10 times an hour. Journey time to Amsterdam 
Central Station is 15 minutes for just €4.20.

HIGH-SPEED TRAINS
For those already in Europe, high-speed trains 
serve Amsterdam from Paris, Brussels, and 
Cologne. Traditional train service connects 
us with Berlin in about six hours. A high-speed 
direct line to London (four hours) is scheduled 
to open in 2018.  
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NIGHTLIFE
We have 1,500 pubs and 1,300 restaurants for 
every taste awaiting you. Some special Dutch 
treats to look out for include our bitterballen 
(dangerously addictive mini-croquettes to go 
with beer), jenever (our classic local gin) and, 
of course, a late-night patatje met (fries/chips 
with mayonnaise – don’t knock it ‘til you try it!).

Nightlife in Amsterdam is compact and extensive, 
with most everything located in walking distance 
of each other. The two major entertainment 
areas, Leidseplein and Rembrandtplein, 
are just a 10-minute stroll from each other.

Gay nightlife features the full mix of pubs, clubs 
and naughtier bits for all interests. They are 
centered around Warmoesstraat, Nieuwezijds 
Voorburgwal, Reguliersdwarsstraat, Kerkstraat 
en Amstel – but nothing is ever far away in our 
little village. We locals can steer you in the right 
direction to find whatever you are looking for. 
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LOCAL TRANSPORT
A free shuttle service will run between the host 
hotels and tournament venue. Travel time is 
approximately 20 minutes. Public transport is 
also available. A metro (light rail) link runs every 
10 minutes between stations near the hotels and 
pitches. 

HOTELS TO CENTER
From the hotels, the city center is just a couple of 
metro stops or a short tram/bus ride away. Public 
transport in Amsterdam is easy and reliable with 
16 tram lines, 5 metros and a multitude of buses.

CYCLING
For the full local experience, you can explore  
Amsterdam safely by bicycle. Most roads have 
separate bike lanes, and bicycles indeed rule the 
road. Rentals are available by the hour, day or week 
from a huge choice of bike shops. 

DUTCH RAIL
Beyond Amsterdam, our conveniently compact 
country has an excellent rail network. With 
connections between most cities at least twice 
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EXTEND YOUR STAY, TRAVEL EUROPE
Participants traveling from North America or 
the Southern Hemisphere may want to extend 
their stay and/or travel onwards in Europe. The 
period from late May to mid June is perfect for 
this with warm, mild weather, long evenings and 
late sunsets. It falls between two very busy travel 
periods: May school break and summer vacation 
season. (US teams could also benefit from 
Memorial Day, May 28, if they start their journey 
early.)

CONTINENTAL LOW-COST FLIGHTS
Over 150 European destinations are served from 
Schiphol Airport, many by low-cost carriers, like 
Transavia (58 destinations), EasyJet (32), and 
Vueling (17). 

DISCOUNTED AIRFARE
Discussions are ongoing for air and local 
accommodation discounts, and discount airfare 
will be offered. 
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Your hosting team and club 

In 2018, we will celebrate 15 years of gay rugby in the 

Netherlands. Hosting Bingham Cup would be the greatest 

honor and take us to a whole new level of visibility. 

What started as a bunch of gay guys practicing 
in a park in 2003 soon became an established 
team seamlessly integrated into ARC. These 
days, we are a prominent supplier of players for 
their third, second and even first men’s teams. 

BEING PART OF A REGULAR CLUB
Our success points to the benefits of being part 
of a regular rugby club and having access to 
their facilities. Other gay rugby clubs in Europe 
have copied this model, and we actively help 
other clubs create this kind of setup. Our 
former coach Remo Calzoni plays a very 
active role in this as Continental European 
Representative within IGR. 
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an hour, it is easy to explore the Netherlands
by train. Most train stations will also have bike 
rental facilities to keep you rolling when you 
get there.

TAXI & UBER
Licensed taxis can be found at designated stands 
or hailed on the street. Uber is also available. 

PARK-AND-RIDE
Park-and-Ride facilities are available along 
Amsterdam’s A10 ring road. They are probably 
your best bet if you are arriving from abroad 
by car. 

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
Public transport in Amsterdam is wheelchair 
accessible, as are most museums and attractions. 
Some taxi companies offer accessible taxis, and 
several of the canal cruise operators have wheel-
chair lifts. Star Bikes has a bicycle in its range 
designed to accommodate disabled visitors.
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LOOKING FORWARD
Our technical progress is reflected in the 
results: from being steadily at the bottom of 
gay rugby rankings we reached the semi-final 
of the Hoagland Vase in Sydney. After Union 
Cup 2015 in Brussels, we ranked 8th in European 
gay rugby – the top team outside the traditional 
rugby nations. At Bingham Cup 2016 in Nashville, 
we ended on top of our pool and reached the 
Hoagland Plate semi-finals. Today, our goal is to 
keep growing and to enter our own team in the 
Dutch national tournament following Bingham 
Cup 2018.

And, indeed, we know how to organize a 
tournament. Union Cup 2011 Amsterdam received 
many favorable reviews by participants, and gave 
us the boost we needed to get where we are 
today. 

AMSTELVEENSE RUGBY CLUB
While most LGBT sports clubs in the Netherlands 
are independent, the Amsterdam Lowlanders are 
an integral part of the Amstelveense Rugby Club 
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GROWTH 
The Lowlanders have participated in every 
Bingham Cup since 2004. In Sydney we were 
the only club from Continental Europe present, 
proving we can combine our skills on the field 
with the fundraising effort to send a full squad 
to the other side of the globe. Our nudity 
calendar sold out completely, our ‘making of’ 
video went viral thanks to the Huffington Post 
and others, and we were guests on one of 
Holland’s most popular prime time talk shows. 
Naked, of course.

FAIR PLAY AND TEAMSPIRIT
Team spirit earned us the Fair Play Award at 
the Union Cup 2013 in Bristol and the Ben 
Cohen Stand Up Award for outstanding team 
sportsmanship in Sydney. In the Netherlands, 
in Dutch rugby and in the gay community, we 
are known for being visible and active in 
supporting other causes, too. In 2016 the 
Amsterdam Lowlanders organized a special 
sports clinic, including rugby, for LGBT refugees 
and asylum seekers.
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(ARC), the first in the country to welcome a gay 
rugby team in its midst. ARC’s teams play at 
the highest levels in the Netherlands and are 
a steady source of players for the national teams, 
both men’s and women’s. Several club coaches 
have played on national squads, and one of our 
youth coaches is a former national coach.

With more than 450 members, ARC is among 
the largest rugby clubs in the Netherlands. It’s 
also one of the oldest, established in 1963 by 
a Scotsman. The working language is English, 
making ARC the ‘international rugby club of 
the Amsterdam area’. 

EXCEPTIONAL FACILITIES
The facilities at ARC are new and exceptional. 
Our pitches were created in 2011, and the 
clubhouse opened in 2013. One of the locker 
rooms even has pink tiles in tribute to the 
Amsterdam Lowlanders. (No, it’s not just for 
us, everyone shares it.)

52   AMSTERDAM 2018   Bingham Cup Bid



AMSTERDAM 2018   Bingham Cup Bid   55  

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
If Bingham Cup 2018 is awarded to Amsterdam
and the Amsterdam Lowlanders, a nonprofit 
will be created to oversee the tournament’s 
organization and finances. This will consist of 
an organizing committee and a supervisory 
board. 

The organizing committee will report regularly 
to the supervisory board, the Amsterdam 
Lowlanders board and the IGR trustees on 
the status of the tournament’s preparations.

The organizing committee will consist of eight 
Amsterdam Lowlanders with years of combined 
experience playing rugby, working in their 
respective fields and organizing successful 
events. All have participated in numerous 
Bingham Cups and Union Cups, and most 
have been involved in organizing the 2011 
Union Cup in Amsterdam.

5. ORGANIZATIONAL 
5. FRAMEWORK
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RONALD 
DRIESSEN
Volunteers 
coordinator

Consultant at the 
Dutch Ministry of 
Infrastructure and the 
Environment; commu-
nications professional; 
former board member 
of the Amsterdam 
Lowlanders; member 
of the Union Cup 2011 
organizing commit-
tee, responsible for 
communications 
& volunteers
 

JAN JACOB 
BEELAERTS 
VAN BLOKLAND
Social events  

Owner of consultancy 
firm JJBVB Advies;  
former secretary of 
the Dutch employers’ 
association (VNO 
NCW) and the Cham-
ber of Commerce, 
focusing on public 
affairs and public rela-
tions; honorary mem-
ber and former board 
member of the Am-
sterdam Lowlanders; 
social events organiz-
er during Amsterdam 
Pride, 2011-2015; 
member of the Union 
Cup 2011 organizing 
committee, responsi-
ble for social events 
 

ERIK 
SCHOONHOVEN
Media relations/ 
Marketing

Owner of Schoon-
hoven Communicatie; 
jewelry and copy 
editor of Royalty 
Magazine; researcher 
of antique jewelry; 
consultant for the 
jewelry trade; former 
public relations and 
public affairs consult-
ant; former political 
operative; former 
board member 
of the Amsterdam 
Lowlanders
 

FRANS 
VERSCHUREN
Merchandising

Owner of Amster-
stampa textile design 
studio since 1997, 
representing 20 
designers and work-
ing for companies in 
fashion and interior 
textiles worldwide; 
member of the Union 
Cup 2011 organizing 
committee, responsi-
ble for art direction 
and merchandising; 
art director of Am-
sterdam Lowlanders 
calendars, outfits and 
other visual expres-
sions
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PROPOSED BINGHAM CUP AMSTERDAM 2018
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

MARC-PAUL 
STUFKENS
Chair

Strategic Issue Man-
ager at ABN AMRO 
Bank, one of the 
Netherland’s largest 
financial institutions; 
former policy advisor 
at the Dutch Ministry 
of Finance and inter-
national trade officer 
at the German Trade 
Office in Taipei; Past 
President and Honor-
ary Member of the 
Amsterdam Lowland-
ers; former board 
member of the 
Amstelveense Rugby 
Club (ARC); chair of 
the Union Cup 2011 
organizing committee

GEORGE 
KIEBERT
Treasurer 

Key Account Manager 
at PostNL, committee 
member of PostNL 
Pride, an LGBTI 
network to promote 
a safe and open 
workplace; Treasurer 
and Head of Sponsor-
ing of the Amsterdam 
Lowlanders; member 
of the Union Cup 2011 
organizing commit-
tee, responsible for 
finance & sponsoring

GERARD 
LOKHOFF
Secretary 

Secretary General of 
TALQ, the internation-
al standardization 
consortium for out-
door lighting; exten-
sive experience as 
board member of 
international organi-
zations as well as 
local gay groups; 
Team Manager of 
the Amsterdam 
Lowlanders
 

REMO 
CALZONI
Tournament Director 

Regional Process 
Leader at Lyondell-
basell European 
Headquarters; mem-
ber of the Bingham 
Cup Tournament 
Liaison Committee 
since 2012; IGR Re-
gional Representative 
for Continental Eu-
rope since 2014; 
coach and captain 
of Amsterdam Low-
landers and the ARC 
Third Men’s Team, 
2012-2015; member 
of the Union Cup 2011 
organizing commit-
tee, responsible for 
tournament affairs 
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VOLUNTEERS: A SOLID BASE 
To help us organize, we will appeal for about 150 
volunteers, from referees to cleaners and travel 
guides. Based on previous experience, the locals 
are enthusiastic to commit to these voluntary 
tasks. We will start recruiting eight months in 
advance. 

CATERING, CLEANING, 
TRAFFIC SUPPORT
On tournament days, we will need volunteers 
for ideal distribution of information, catering, 
cleaning, security, VIP escort and traffic support. 
We want to keep the food and drink flowing, 
the changing rooms tidy, and provide a high 
level of service on all fronts. Travel guides will 
be available at the host hotels and tournament 
grounds to get everyone where they are going 
efficiently. 
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GOVERNING UNION AND 
TOURNAMENT GOVERNANCE
Bingham Cup 2018 Amsterdam will fall under 
the governance of Rugby Nederland, the 
Amstelveense Rugby Club (ARC) and Michael 
Assman, head referee. 

PAST ORGANIZATION EXPERIENCE
The Amsterdam Lowlanders organized Union 
Cup 2011, the European gay rugby championship, 
with 12 teams and 330 players/supporters. The 
tournament is widely considered to be very well 
run, as well as personal and great fun, too. 

Our parent club, ARC, organizes several 15s 
and 7s tournaments for youth and senior players 
each year. The Lowlanders always provide 
organizational support, either as a team or 
as individuals. 

Each year, the Amsterdam Lowlanders organize 
rugby clinics during Amsterdam Pride. This 
year, we also organized a special sports clinic, 
including rugby, for LGBT refugees and asylum 
seekers.
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
We have a number of signed letters of intent for 
sponsorship. If our bid succeeds, the organizing 
committee will enter more detailed discussions 
with at least: 

• Sodexo (specialist catering), for catering 
services, player village facilities, etc.

• AB InBev (world’s largest beer and drinks 
company), for all drink supplies

In addition, a number of companies have verbally 
committed to sponsoring if we are awarded the 
2018 Bingham Cup. These companies include 
RoB Amsterdam, Spijker Bar, Prik Bar and Fimac. 

The cities of Amsterdam and Amstelveen are 
also prepared to provide support in various ways.
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SOCIAL EVENTS 
More than 25 volunteers will be deployed for 
the organization of social events, including the 
opening ceremony, closing ceremony and closing 
party. They will support professional staff at 
the venues for entrance checks, cloakroom 
services, bartending and security.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION
We are extremely grateful that we can rely on so 
many supporters to volunteer. In advance, we will 
have two organizational/social meetings to get 
everyone trained up. During the tournament, 
volunteers can expect free food and drink plus 
access to all social events. Afterwards, we will 
throw a barbecue to thank all our volunteers. 



REVENUE [IN €] Budget High Low

Registration fees 202,055 242,600 161,785

Sponsoring 50,000 60,000 45,000

Food & beverage 12,500 15,000 10,000

Merchandise  13,800 16,560 11,040

Advertising 5,000 5,000 5,000

Total revenue 283,355 339,160 232,825

COSTS [IN €] Budget High Low

Venue infrastructure 36,250 44,500 25,500

Tournament costs 37,000 44,000 30,500

Transport 25,000 30,000 20,000

Security & medical support 30,500 38,000 25,500

Marketing & communications 33,000 34,000 32,000

Organization costs 12,800 14,700 11,200

Social events 82,500 100,000 66,500

Contingency (10%) 25,705 30,520 21,120

Total costs 282,755 335,720 232,320 

 

Net surplus 600 3,440 505 

No. of teams  50 60 40
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BUDGET SUMMARY
We have done due diligence and we are confident 
the tournament will be self-funding under a range 
of probable scenarios. We took a conservative 
approach to budgeting (both costs and revenue) 
and have contingency plans to cover major risks. 
Our budget is based on a registration fee per 
team comparable to Bingham Cup 2016. 

Having explored sponsorship opportunities with 
a number of international companies based in the 
Netherlands, we are convinced that our estimate 
is low. Some of the companies we have met with 
have already committed to sponsoring if our 
bid is successful. See Appendix 2 for a letter 
of support from one such potential sponsor, 
Sodexo. 

While we are not aiming to generate a surplus, 
if we do it will be shared among charities in the 
Netherlands that strive for inclusion by means 
of rugby and other sports.

See Appendix 4 for a fully detailed budget 
and key assumptions. 
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Amsterdam, 11 July 2016 
 
 
To: Amsterdam Bingham Cup Bid Committee 
 
Re: Support for your bid to organise the 2018 Bingham Cup 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Rugby Nederland is pleased to hear about your intention to bid for the hosting 
of the 2018 Bingham Cup in the Netherlands. The Rugby World Cup 2015 was 
broadcast live on Dutch national television for the first time and received a vast 
amount of positive publicity. Attached is a small selection of some of the media 
around the event. As a result, rugby in the Netherlands has received a great 
deal of positive attention and Rugby Nederland has benefited from a 
membership growth of approximately 15%. The solidarity and passion, but 
equally the discipline and respect which are core values of our sport have 
captured the imagination of many new players. 
 
Having the opportunity to host an international tournament like the Bingham 
Cup will mean another boost to the popularity of the game in the Netherlands. 
The inclusive nature of the tournament provides an additional aspect as it 
serves to show our community welcomes participants from all walks of life 
regardless of race, size, nationality, or sexual orientation, for that matter. This 
attitude is clearly demonstrated by the proposed hosts, the ARC Lowlanders, 
which were the first gay and inclusive team to be fully integrated in a 'regular' 
rugby club, the Amstelveense Rugby Club. 
 
Therefore Rugby Nederland offers its full support for your bid, and hopes 
International Gay Rugby and its Board will award the organisation of the 2018 
Bingham Cup to the ARC Lowlanders. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Andrew Meredith 
Director, Rugby Nederland 

RUGBY NEDERLAND
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APPENDICES 

1 - ENDORSEMENTS
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 CITY OF AMSTERDAM
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MINISTRY OF HEALTH, WELFARE AND SPORTS



Amsterdam Lowlanders 
Bingham Cup 2018 Amsterdam Bid Committee
Attn. Marc-Paul Stufkens
Pieter Jacobszstraat 27
1012 HL Amsterdam

Amstelveen, 3 May 2016

Dear Marc-Paul,

On behalf of the Amstelveense Rugby Club, I would hereby like to offer you our strong and 
unqualified support for your efforts to bring the 2018 Bingham Cup to Amsterdam.

We share your enthusiasm and vision for hosting the Bingham Cup in mainland Europe for the 
first time. We believe it will have a positive impact on LGBT participation in rugby worldwide 
and it will also give a huge boost to rugby in the Netherlands. 

As you know, the Amstelveense Rugby Club is among the largest rugby clubs in the 
Netherlands, and the Amsterdam Lowlanders squad has been an integral part of the club for 
many years. We are very proud to be an inclusive rugby club.

If hosting rights of the Bingham Cup are awarded to the Amsterdam Lowlanders, we offer the 
facilities of the Amstelveense Rugby Club and the full support of the club to the organisation of 
the tournament. We look forward to working closely with you to create a fantastic Bingham 
Cup in 2018.

Yours sincerely,

Nick Gale
Chairman
Amstelveense Rugby Club

AMSTELVEENSE RUGBY CLUB (ARC)
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CITY OF AMSTELVEEN

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Uw contact J.E. Bokma 

T   (020) 540 40 51 

F   (020) 540 45 59 

gemeente@amstelveen.nl 

 

Postbus 4, 1180 BA Amstelveen 

Vermeld bij reactie ons kenmerk en datum 
van deze brief 

Raadhuis Laan Nieuwer Amstel 1  Route per bus - Lijn 149, halte Raadhuis 

1182 JR Amstelveen  Lijn 186/187, halte Dorpsstraat + 4 min. 

T   (020) 540 49 11  Lijn 172, halte Lindenlaan + 8 min. 

www.amstelveen.nl   
IBAN NL22 BNGH 0285 0003 14 
 

 100/F000/ICT 

  [Letter of Support Bingham Cup.doc.docx] 

 

Amsterdam Bingham Cup Bid Committee 
 
 

Jeugd & Samenleving 

 Datum 3rd June 2016 
 Ons kenmerk Z-2016 

 
The city of Amstelveen is happy to provide its support to the 2018 Bingham Cup 
bid of ARC Lowlanders. 
 
The Amstelveen Rugby Club is known as 'the international rugby club of 
Amsterdam' within the greater Amsterdam area, attracting players from many 
nationalities who feel welcome to train and play at Sportpark West in Amstelveen. 
Since the Lowlanders joined ARC in 2009, the club also attracted many 
international homosexual players, who played in ARC's 3rd team in the Dutch 
rugby competition as fully integrated players. 
 
In 2011, the Lowlanders organized the Union Cup tournament for the European 
gay rugby teams. With the support of other sports clubs at Sportpark West, they 
were able to provide excellent facilities to the visiting teams. We remember the 
event as a very successful display of what can be achieved by good cooperation. I 
have no doubt the organization of the Bingham Cup will be based on the same 
principles, which gives me great confidence in the delivery of a successful event. 
 
I wish you the best of luck in your efforts to be awarded the organization of the 
2018 Bingham Cup tournament. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs MSc M.M. van 't Veld, 
Mayor of the City of Amstelveen 

 
Betreft 

 
Letter of support for the 2018 Bingham bid 

  
  
 Dear committee,  
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Amsterdam, 12 June 2016 


Amsterdam Bingham Cup Bid Committee            


Re: Letter of support for 2018 Bingham Cup bid


Workplace Pride is happy to provide its support to the 2018 Bingham Cup bid of 
ARC Amsterdam Lowlanders.


As the international platform for LGBT inclusion at work we strive for greater 
acceptance of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender people in the workplace 
and in society. Our members, include major multinationals, large domestic 
companies, public sector and non governmental organizations, as well as 
academia. We strive to share our insight about how important it is to be able to 
be open about who you are, whether at home, at work or when relaxing. 
Therefore, it is only natural to provide our support for your bid. 


In addition to our members, Workplace Pride interacts with many members of 
society to help it provide a more cohesive voice for the international LGBT 
community, including national and international governmental ministries and 
officials, business leaders, NGO’s, labor unions, and universities. We would be 
happy to leverage these contacts for the LGBT rugby tournament in the 
Netherlands and to facilitate the European sports association’s goal of reaching a 
larger audience. We look forward to exploring this possibility together with you 
and International Gay Rugby.


Wishing you a lot of success to ensure you will get the opportunity to host the 
2018 Bingham Cup tournament, 


Sincerely,


David Pollard 
Executive Director 

Workplace Pride Foundation

Workplace Pride Foundation    -     L i jnbaansgracht  2 98,  1017 RN  Amsterdam    -      The Netherlands 
w w w.workplacepride.org      -        info@workplacepride.org 

KvK Nr.  3 42 94570

                                    

                      
Workplace Pride Foundation 
Li jnbaansgracht  2 98,   
1017 RN,  Amsterdam        
The Netherlands 

WORKPLACE PRIDE
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GUTS (GAY UNION THROUGH SPORTS) 

70   AMSTERDAM 2018   Bingham Cup Bid



AMSTERDAM 2018   Bingham Cup Bid   73  72   AMSTERDAM 2018   Bingham Cup Bid

COC NETHERLANDS (PREEMINENT NATIONAL LGBT ORGANIZATION)



RUGBY NEDERLAND

 
 
 
 

Amsterdam, 11 August 2016 
 
 
To: Amsterdam Bingham Cup Bid Committee 
 
Re: Referees Support 2018 Bingham Cup 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Rugby Nederland has expressed its support for the bid to host the Bingham 
Cup 2018 in Amsterdam. As a part of this support, Rugby Nederland will also 
work together with the organization in order to ensure that sufficient referees 
are also available for the tournament.  
 
We remain very enthusiastic about the opportunity of Amsterdam being able to 
host this tournament and if you require any further information, please feel 
free to contact me. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Andrew Meredith 
Director, Rugby Nederland 
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2 – ADDITIONAL SUPPORT
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SODEXO
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SODEXO
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EUROPEAN GOLDEN OLDIES RUGBY FESTIVAL
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FROM NORTH AMERICA
Atlanta 4 x
Boston 2 x
Charleston with 1 stopover
Charlotte with 1 stopover
Chicago 2 x
Columbus with 1 stopover
Dallas 1 x
Denver with 1 stopover
Los Angeles 1 x
Madison with 1 stopover
Minneapolis 2 x
Montreal 1 x 
Nashville with 1 stopover
New York > 5 x
Ottawa with 1 stopover
Philadelphia 1 x
Phoenix with 1 stopover
Portland 1 x
Saint Louis with 1 stopover
San Diego with 1 stopover
San Francisco 1 x
Seattle 1 x
Toronto 2 x
Washington DC 1 x

FROM THE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE
Auckland with 1 stopover
Brisbane with 1 stopover
Buenos Aires 1 x
Cape Town 1 x
Melbourne with 1 stopover
Sydney with 1 stopover
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Number of daily flights to Amsterdam, where 
available other modes of transport are indicated 
as well (for stopovers, only the most direct 
combinations are listed)

FROM EUROPE
Barcelona > 10 x
Berlin > 5 x air 
 > 10 x train
Birmingham 5 x
Bristol > 5 x 
Brussels 5 x  
 > 10 x train
Cardiff 3 x
Cologne 3 x  
 > 10 x train
Dublin > 5 x
Edinburgh > 5 x
Glasgow 5 x
Lisbon 3 x
London > 10 x  
 2 x train
Lyon 3 x
Madrid > 10 x
Manchester > 10 x
Montpellier 1 x
Newcastle 4 x 
 1 x boat
Paris > 10 x  
 > 10 x train
Rome > 5 x
Southampton 3 x
Stockholm > 5 x
Toulouse 4 x

3 – ADDITIONAL TRAVEL INFORMATION
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and Fimac. In addition, the cities of Amsterdam 
and Amstelveen are prepared to provide support 
in various ways. 

EVENTS
Costs for the opening and closing ceremonies 
are based on competitive quotes from a number 
of venues. We are already holding options on our 
preferred venues and back-ups. 

MERCHANDISING & ADVERTISING
We have assumed an average merchandise 
spend of €20 per player/participant. 

TOURNAMENTS COSTS
These are based on past experience from Union 
Cup 2011, Amsterdam 7s and former Bingham 
Cups.

ADMINISTRATION
This includes the costs of website development, 
software, physical registration and accounting.  

4 – DETAILED BUDGET

Notes and key assumptions

PARTICIPANTS
Attendance assumptions are based on previous 
tournaments and the growth of the gay rugby 
community. We expect even more teams in 2018. 
Each is assumed to have 23 players plus one 
coach and one manager. 

SUPPORTERS
We are planning on one supporter for every 
5 registered players, based on previous tourna-
ments. 

REGISTRATION
Registration fees account for between 60-70% 
of total budgeted revenues. 

SPONSORSHIP
We have used a conservative estimate for corpo-
rate sponsorship income. A number of compa-
nies have verbally committed to sponsoring if we 
are awarded Bingham Cup 2018. These include 
AB InBev, Sodexo, RoB Amsterdam, Spijker Bar 
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ACCOUNTABILITY & REPORTING
To ensure transparency and keep tournament 
finances clearly separated, the proposed 
Bingham Cup 2018 Amsterdam nonprofit will 
keep full records of all transactions and make 
them available to the IGR Trustees upon request. 
The foundation will report on a regular basis to 
the IGR Trustees with planning and budget 
updates. The supervisory board of the 
foundation will include a chartered public 
accountant, who will liaise with the sports desk 
of the Dutch tax authority.
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MEDICAL 
Based on  experience providing services to the 
Amsterdam 7s, we will offer top-quality physio 
and medical support by Sport Services and local 
Red Cross chapters. 

TRANSPORT
A shuttle service will be provided on tournament 
days between the host hotels and tournament 
venue.

CONTINGENCY
A 10% contingency has been conservatively 
allocated to cover unforeseen costs. 

IGR TOURNAMENT LEVY
The total registration fee including the IGR 
Tournament Levy of GBP 5.00 will be charged 
in a single transaction upon registration. In 
accordance with the Bingham Cup hosting terms 
the IGR tournament levies will be paid to IGR 
two months after the conclusion of the 
tournament. These IGR levies are not included 
in the budget. 
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SPONSORSHIP (IN €)

Corporate sponsors 35,000 40,000 35,000
Public sponsors 15,000 20,000 10,000

Total sponsorship 50,000 60,000 45,000

DIVERSE REVENUE (IN €)

Food and beverage profit 12,500 15,000 10,000
Merchandise € 10 per head 13,800 16,560 11,040
Advertising 5,000 5,000 5,000

Total diverse revenue 31,300 36,560 26,040

   
Total revenue (in €) 283,355 339,160 232,825
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REVENUE

 Budget High Low 

# of teams 50 60 40
# total players based on 23 players/team 1,150 1,380 920
# of non players 230 276 184
# of early registered players 920 1,100 730
# of standard registered players 115 140 95
# of late registered players 115 140 95
# of early non players  184 220 148
# of standard non players 23 28 18
# of late non players 23 28 18

# of registrants 1,380 1,656 1,104

# of pitches 7 7 6
# of volunteers 150 150 100

REGISTRATION FEES (PER PERSON)

Early player 145 145 145
Standard player 165 165 165
Late player 180 180 180
Early non player 120 120 120
Standard non player 140 140 140
Late non player 160 160 160

REGISTRATION FEES (IN €)

Early player 133,400 159,500 105,850
Standard player 18,975 23,100 15,675
Late player 20,700 25,200 17,100
Early non player 22,080 26,400 17,760
Standard non player 3,220 3,920 2,520
Late non player 3,680 4,480 2,880

Total registration fees 202,055 242,600 161,785



SECURITY & MEDICAL

Security (tournament venue/ 
opening/closing ceremony, closing party) 8,000 10,000 6,000
Safety & first aid 7,000 8,000 6,000
Ambulances 7,500 10,000 7,500
Sports massage/physio 8,000 10,000 6,000

Total Security & Medical 30,500 38,000 25,500

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS

Marketing costs 10,000 10,000 10,000
Registration application 5,000 5,000 5,000
Website and app 7,000 7,000 7,000
Printing 2,500 3,000 2,000
VIP costs 5,000 5,000 5,000
Welcome packs 3,500 4,000 3,000

Total marketing & communications 33,000 34,000 32,000
   

ORGANIZATION COSTS

Insurance 6,000 7,500 5,000
Bank costs 2,800 3,200 2,200
Audit & setup of Bingham Cup 2018 
Amsterdam non-profit 1,500 1,500 1,500
Legal 2,500 2,500 2,500

Total organization costs 12,800 14,700 11,200
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COSTS  [ALL AMOUNTS IN €]

 Budget High Low
VENUE INFRASTRUCTURE

Venue tents 12,500 15,000 10,000
Venue rents (other clubs) 10,000 12,500 5,000
Field prep 7,500 10,000 5,000
Wifi hotspot 2,500 2,500 2,500
Communication (walkie-talkies etc) 750 1,000 500
Cleaning/sanitation 3,000 3,500 2,500

Total venue infrastructure 36,250 44,500 25,500

TOURNAMENT COSTS

Awards/trophies/medals 1,500 1,500 1,500
Other playing costs (refs) 4,000 5,000 3,000
Armbands/lanyards 2,500 3,000 2,000
Laundry 1,500 2,000 1,500
Player/volunteer/non-player catering 25,000 30,000 20,000
Video streaming 2,500 2,500 2,500

Total tournament costs 37,000 44,000 30,500

TRANSPORT COSTS

Transport 25.000 30.000 20.000

Total transport costs 25.000 30.000 20.000
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EVENTS

Opening ceremony 50,000 65,000 40,000
Closing ceremony and party 27,500 30,000 23,000
Volunteer thank you 5,000 5,000 3,500

Total Events 82,500 100,000 66,500

CONTINGENCY 10%

Contingency 10% 25,705 30,520 21,120

Total contingency  (10%) 25,705 30,520 21,120

Total costs 282,755 335,720 232,320

NET SURPLUS 600 3,440 505

# of teams  50 60 40
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